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Introduction 

Coastal areas are sensitive, vulnerable, often highly dynamic and stressed ecosystems. Increasingly 
coastal areas will be subjected to climate change impacts, particularly related to rising sea-levels and the 
potential increase in the frequency and intensity of storm events. Coastal areas therefore require specific 
attention in management and planning procedures, especially where the coastal areas are subject to 
significant human resource usage and development pressure. 

Recent legislation aims to address issues relating to specific coastal management issues, namely the 
National Environmental Management: Integrated Coastal Management Act (ICMA), 2008 (Act No. 24 
of 2008), which was promulgated on 11 February 2009.  The objectives of the ICMA are: 

 to determine the coastal zone of the Republic; 

 to provide, within the framework of the National Environmental Management Act, for 
the co-ordinated and integrated management of the coastal zone by all spheres of 
government in accordance with the principles of co-operative governance; 

 to preserve, protect, extend and enhance the status of coastal public property as being 
held in trust by the State on behalf of all South Africans, including future generations; 

 to secure equitable access to the opportunities and benefits of coastal public property; 
and 

 to give effect to the Republic's obligations in terms of international law regarding coastal 
management and the marine environment. 

Amongst other management tools the ICMA provides for the establishment of coastal set-back lines 
and defines “ a coastal set-back line” as “a line determined by the Member of Executive Council 
(MEC) in accordance with section 25 in order to demarcate an area within which development will 
be prohibited or controlled in order to achieve the objectives of this Act or coastal management 
objectives”. 

Accordingly, the ICMA requires that a local municipality within whose area of jurisdiction a coastal 
set-back line has been established must delineate the coastal set-back line on a map or maps that 
form part of its zoning scheme in order to enable the public to determine the position of the setback 
line in relation to existing cadastral boundaries. 

In addition, before making or amending the regulations referred to above, the MEC must— 

 (a) consult with any local municipality within whose area of jurisdiction the coastal set-back 
line is, or will be, situated: and 

(b) give interested and affected parties an opportunity to make representations in 
accordance with Part 5 of Chapter 6. 



Project Description 

The Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality (NMBM) in conjunction with the Department of Economic 
Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT) appointed Masande Consultants and 
Afri-Coast Engineers SA (Pty) Ltd. to establish coastal setback lines for the Nelson Mandela Bay 
Metropole.  The methodology selected was based on a combination of national and international 
best practice and the consultant’s experience.  In addition the methodology was closely aligned with 
the national approach to the subject. A pragmatic approach was selected, using only available data 
and with limited numerical modelling.  The data used included: tide data, wave data, predicted sea 
level rise (IPCC, 2007) Digital Terrain Model (DTM), bathymetry (SANHO) aerial photographs, cross 
shore profiles, cadastral data, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Open Space System (NMB MOSS). 

In addition during the process of determining coastal set-back lines for NMBM it became evident 
that it would be advantageous to adjust the “coastal protection zone”, as defined in the ICMA, as 
part of the process. 

Stakeholder Involvement 

A draft Coastal Setback Line and Coastal Protection Zone Limit have now been determined, the 
following information will be made available for public scrutiny on 4 April 2012 via the NMBM 
website: www.mandelametro.gov.za. 

 Draft Coastal Setback Lines, Draft Coastal Protection Zone Limit and Supporting Layers via 
interactive GIS map; 

 NMBM Coastal Setback Lines_Draft Report_V4_20120402; 

 A_User_Friendly_Guide_to_the_ICM_Act_of_South_Africa; and 

 ICMA2008.pdf 

Discussions will then take place at a public consultation meeting on 19 April 2012, where input on 
the proposed coastal setback line and coastal protection zone limit will be elicited.   

 

Date Time Venue 

19 April  17:30 – 18:30 City Hall, Market Square, Govan Mbeki Avenue, Central, Port Elizabeth 

 

The purpose of the meeting is to give stakeholders an opportunity to provide input into the 
respective processes for this project, therefore review of maps, reports and other background 
information before the meeting is recommended.   Written comments can also be sent via email. 

Public involvement and contribution is welcomed from 4 April until 11 May 2012.  Contact: Dylan 
Anderson (041) 505 8000, dylana@africoast.com . 

http://www.mandelametro.gov.za/
mailto:dylana@africoast.com

